FATHERS, MOTHERS, CHILDREN AND DISCIPLINE

Genesis 2:23-25

23 The man said,
"This is now bone of my bones
and flesh of my flesh;
she shall be called 'woman,'
for she was taken out of man."

24 For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be
united to his wife, and they will become one flesh.

Exodus 18: 1-27

1 Now Jethro, the priest of Midian and father-in-law of Moses, heard
of everything God had done for Moses and for his people Israel, and
how the LORD had brought Israel out of Egypt.

2 After Moses had sent away his wife Zipporah, his father-in-law
Jethro received her 3 and her two sons. One son was named Gershom,
for Moses said, "I have become an alien in a foreign land"; 4 and the
other was named Eliezer, for he said, "My father's God was my helper;
he saved me from the sword of Pharaoh."

5 Jethro, Moses' father-in-law, together with Moses' sons and wife,
came to him in the desert, where he was camped near the mountain of
God. 6 Jethro had sent word to him, "I, your father-in-law Jethro, am
coming to you with your wife and her two sons."

7 So Moses went out to meet his father-in-law and bowed down and
kissed him. They greeted each other and then went into the tent. 8
Moses told his father-in-law about everything the LORD had done to
Pharaoh and the Egyptians for Israel's sake and about all the
hardships they had met along the way and how the LORD had saved
them.

9 Jethro was delighted to hear about all the good things the LORD had
done for Israel in rescuing them from the hand of the Egyptians. 10 He
said, "Praise be to the LORD, who rescued you from the hand of the
Egyptians and of Pharaoh, and who rescued the people from the hand
of the Egyptians. 11 Now I know that the LORD is greater than all
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other gods, for he did this to those who had treated Israel arrogantly."
12 Then Jethro, Moses' father-in-law, brought a burnt offering and
other sacrifices to God, and Aaron came with all the elders of Israel to
eat bread with Moses' father-in-law in the presence of God.

13 The next day Moses took his seat to serve as judge for the people,
and they stood around him from morning till evening. 14 When his
father-in-law saw all that Moses was doing for the people, he said,
"What is this you are doing for the people? Why do you alone sit as
judge, while all these people stand around you from morning till
evening?"

15 Moses answered him, "Because the people come to me to seek
God's will. 16 Whenever they have a dispute, it is brought to me, and I
decide between the parties and inform them of God's decrees and
laws."

17 Moses' father-in-law replied, "What you are doing is not good. 18
You and these people who come to you will only wear yourselves out.
The work is too heavy for you; you cannot handle it alone. 19 Listen
now to me and I will give you some advice, and may God be with you.
You must be the people's representative before God and bring their
disputes to him. 20 Teach them the decrees and laws, and show them
the way to live and the duties they are to perform. 21 But select
capable men from all the people—men who fear God, trustworthy men
who hate dishonest gain—and appoint them as officials over
thousands, hundreds, fifties and tens. 22 Have them serve as judges
for the people at all times, but have them bring every difficult case to
you; the simple cases they can decide themselves. That will make your
load lighter, because they will share it with you. 23 If you do this and
God so commands, you will be able to stand the strain, and all these
people will go home satisfied."

24 Moses listened to his father-in-law and did everything he said. 25
He chose capable men from all Israel and made them leaders of the
people, officials over thousands, hundreds, fifties and tens. 26 They
served as judges for the people at all times. The difficult cases they
brought to Moses, but the simple ones they decided themselves.

27 Then Moses sent his father-in-law on his way, and Jethro returned
to his own country.
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Exodus 20:4-6

4 “You shall not make for yourself an idol in the form of anything in
heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the waters below. 5 You
shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I, the LORD your
God, am a jealous God, punishing the children for the sin of the
fathers to the third and fourth generation of those who hate me, 6 but
showing love to a thousand {generations} of those who love me and
keep my commandments.”

Exodus 20:11-13

11 For in six days the LORD made the heavens and the earth, the sea,
and all that is in them, but he rested on the seventh day. Therefore
the LORD blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy.

12 Honor your father and your mother, so that you may live long in
the land the LORD your God is giving you.

Exodus 21:15

15 Anyone who attacks his father or his mother must be put to death.
Exodus 21:17

17 Anyone who curses his father or mother must be put to death.
Numbers 14:18
The LORD is slow to anger, abounding in love and forgiving sin and
rebellion. Yet he does not leave the guilty unpunished; he punishes the
children for the sin of the fathers to the third and fourth generation.

Deuteronomy 4:8-10

8 And what other nation is so great as to have such righteous decrees
and laws as this body of laws I am setting before you today?

9 Only be careful, and watch yourselves closely so that you do not
forget the things your eyes have seen or let them slip from your heart
as long as you live. Teach them to your children and to their children
after them. 10 Remember the day you stood before the LORD your
God at Horeb, when he said to me, "Assemble the people before me to
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hear my words so that they may learn to revere me as long as they
live in the land and may teach them to their children."

Deuteronomy 4:39-41

39 Acknowledge and take to heart this day that the LORD is God in
heaven above and on the earth below. There is no other. 40 Keep his
decrees and commands, which I am giving you today, so that it may
go well with you and your children after you and that you may live
long in the land the LORD your God gives you for all time.

Deuteronomy 5:8-10, 16

8 You shall not make for yourself an idol in the form of anything in
heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the waters below. 9 You
shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I, the LORD your
God, am a jealous God, punishing the children for the sin of the
fathers to the third and fourth generation of those who hate me, 10
but showing love to a thousand generations of those who love me and
keep my commandments.

16 "Honor your father and your mother, as the LORD your God has
commanded you, so that you may live long and that it may go well
with you in the land the LORD your God is giving you.

Deuteronomy 6: 1-9

1 These are the commands, decrees and laws the LORD your God
directed me to teach you to observe in the land that you are crossing
the Jordan to possess, 2 so that you, your children and their children
after them may fear the LORD your God as long as you live by keeping
all his decrees and commands that I give you, and so that you may
enjoy long life. 3 Hear, O Israel, and be careful to obey so that it may
go well with you and that you may increase greatly in a land flowing
with milk and honey, just as the LORD, the God of your fathers,
promised you.

4 Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. 5 Love the
LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all
your strength. 6 These commandments that I give you today are to be
upon your hearts. 7 Impress them on your children. Talk about them
when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie
down and when you get up. 8 Tie them as symbols on your hands and
bind them on your foreheads. 9 Write them on the doorframes of your
houses and on your gates.
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Deuteronomy 8:5

5 Know then in your heart that as a man disciplines his son, so the
LORD your God disciplines you.

Deuteronomy 11:18-20

18 Fix these words of mine in your hearts and minds; tie them as
symbols on your hands and bind them on your foreheads. 19 Teach
them to your children, talking about them when you sit at home and
when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get
up. 20 Write them on the doorframes of your houses and on your
gates,

Deuteronomy 21:18-20

18 If a man has a stubborn and rebellious son who does not obey his
father and mother and will not listen to them when they discipline him,
19 his father and mother shall take hold of him and bring him to the
elders at the gate of his town. 20 They shall say to the elders, "This
son of ours is stubborn and rebellious. He will not obey us. He is a
profligate and a drunkard."

Deuteronomy 24:16

16 Fathers shall not be put to death for their children, nor children put
to death for their fathers; each is to die for his own sin.

Deuteronomy 27:16

16 "Cursed is the man who dishonors his father or his mother."
Then all the people shall say, "Amen!"

Deuteronomy 30: 1-3

1 When all these blessings and curses I have set before you come
upon you and you take them to heart wherever the LORD your God
disperses you among the nations, 2 and when you and your children
return to the LORD your God and obey him with all your heart and
with all your soul according to everything I command you today, 3
then the LORD your God will restore your fortunes and have
compassion on you and gather you again from all the nations where he
scattered you.
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2 Samuel 7:13-15

13 He is the one who will build a house for my Name, and I will
establish the throne of his kingdom forever. 14 I will be his father, and
he will be my son. When he does wrong, I will punish him with the rod
of men, with floggings inflicted by men. 15 But my love will never be
taken away from him, as I took it away from Saul, whom I removed
from before you.

Job 5:17

17 Blessed is the man whom God corrects;
so do not despise the discipline of the Almighty.

Psalm 94:12

12 Blessed is the man you discipline, O LORD,
the man you teach from your law.

Psalm 103:13

13 As a father has compassion on his children,
so the LORD has compassion on those who fear him.

Proverbs 1:7-9

7 The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge,
but fools despise wisdom and discipline.

8 Listen, my son, to your father's instruction
and do not forsake your mother's teaching.

9 They will be a garland to grace your head
and a chain to adorn your neck.

Proverbs 3:11-13

11 My son, do not despise the LORD's discipline
and do not resent his rebuke,

12 because the LORD disciplines those he loves,
as a father the son he delights in.
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Proverbs 4: 1-5

1 Listen, my sons, to a father's instruction;
pay attention and gain understanding.

2 I give you sound learning,
so do not forsake my teaching.

3 When I was a boy in my father's house,
still tender, and an only child of my mother,

4 he taught me and said,
“Lay hold of my words with all your heart;
keep my commands and you will live.”

5 Get wisdom, get understanding;
do not forget my words or swerve from them.

Proverbs 6:20

20 My son, keep your father's commands
and do not forsake your mother's teaching.

Proverbs 6:23

23 For these commands are a lamp,
this teaching is a light,
and the corrections of discipline
are the way to life,

Proverbs 10:17

17 He who heeds discipline shows the way to life,
but whoever ignores correction leads others astray.

Proverbs 12:1

1 Whoever loves discipline loves knowledge,
but he who hates correction is stupid.

Proverbs 13:24

24 He who spares the rod hates his son,
but he who loves him is careful to discipline him.
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Proverbs 15:5

5 A fool spurns his father's discipline,
but whoever heeds correction shows prudence.

Proverbs 15:32

32 He who ignores discipline despises himself,
but whoever heeds correction gains understanding.

Proverbs 19:18

18 Discipline your son, for in that there is hope;
do not be a willing party to his death.

Proverbs 22:15

15 Folly is bound up in the heart of a child,
but the rod of discipline will drive it far from him.

Proverbs 23:13

13 Do not withhold discipline from a child;
if you punish him with the rod, he will not die.

Proverbs 29:17

17 Discipline your son, and he will give you peace;
he will bring delight to your soul.

Ezekiel 18:19-21

19 Yet you ask, 'Why does the son not share the guilt of his father?"
Since the son has done what is just and right and has been careful to
keep all my decrees, he will surely live. 20 The soul who sins is the
one who will die. The son will not share the guilt of the father, nor will
the father share the guilt of the son. The righteousness of the
righteous man will be credited to him, and the wickedness of the

wicked will be charged against him.

21 But if a wicked man turns away from all the sins he has committed
and keeps all my decrees and does what is just and right, he will

surely live; he will not die.
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Mark 10:13-15

13 People were bringing little children to Jesus to have him touch
them, but the disciples rebuked them. 14 When Jesus saw this, he was
indignant. He said to them, "Let the little children come to me, and do
not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these. 15
I tell you the truth, anyone who will not receive the kingdom of God
like a little child will never enter it."

Luke 11: 9-13

9 So I say to you: Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will
find; knock and the door will be opened to you. 10 For everyone who
asks receives; he who seeks finds; and to him who knocks, the door
will be opened.

11 Which of you fathers, if your son asks for a fish, will give him a
snake instead? 12 Or if he asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion?
13 If you then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to
your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give the Holy
Spirit to those who ask him!"

Luke 15: 11-32

11 Jesus continued: "There was a man who had two sons. 12 The
younger one said to his father, 'Father, give me my share of the
estate.' So he divided his property between them.

13 "Not long after that, the younger son got together all he had, set
off for a distant country and there squandered his wealth in wild living.
14 After he had spent everything, there was a severe famine in that
whole country, and he began to be in need. 15 So he went and hired
himself out to a citizen of that country, who sent him to his fields to
feed pigs. 16 He longed to fill his stomach with the pods that the pigs
were eating, but no one gave him anything.

17 "When he came to his senses, he said, 'How many of my father's
hired men have food to spare, and here I am starving to death! 181
will set out and go back to my father and say to him: Father, I have
sinned against heaven and against you. 19 I am no longer worthy to
be called your son; make me like one of your hired men.' 20 So he got
up and went to his father.

"But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was
filled with compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms
around him and kissed him.
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21 "The son said to him, 'Father, I have sinned against heaven and
against you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son.

22 "But the father said to his servants, 'Quick! Bring the best robe
and put it on him. Put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. 23
Bring the fattened calf and kill it. Let's have a feast and celebrate. 24
For this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is
found.' So they began to celebrate.

25 "Meanwhile, the older son was in the field. When he came near the
house, he heard music and dancing. 26 So he called one of the
servants and asked him what was going on. 27 'Your brother has
come,' he replied, 'and your father has killed the fattened calf because
he has him back safe and sound.'

28 "The older brother became angry and refused to go in. So his
father went out and pleaded with him. 29 But he answered his father,
'Look! All these years I've been slaving for you and never disobeyed
your orders. Yet you never gave me even a young goat so I could
celebrate with my friends. 30 But when this son of yours who has
squandered your property with prostitutes comes home, you Kill the
fattened calf for him!'

31 " 'My son,' the father said, 'you are always with me, and
everything I have is yours. 32 But we had to celebrate and be glad,
because this brother of yours was dead and is alive again; he was lost
and is found.' "

Ephesians 6: 1-4

1 Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. 2 "Honor
your father and mother"—which is the first commandment with a
promise— 3 "that it may go well with you and that you may enjoy long
life on the earth." 4 Fathers, do not exasperate your children; instead,
bring them up in the training and instruction of the Lord.

Colossians 3:20-22

20 Children, obey your parents in everything, for this pleases the
Lord.

21 Fathers, do not embitter your children, or they will become
discouraged.
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1 Thessalonians 2:10-12

10 You are witnesses, and so is God, of how holy, righteous and
blameless we were among you who believed. 11 For you know that we
dealt with each of you as a father deals with his own children, 12
encouraging, comforting and urging you to live lives worthy of God,
who calls you into his kingdom and glory.

1 Timothy 3: 1-4

1 Here is a trustworthy saying: If anyone sets his heart on being an
overseer, he desires a noble task. 2 Now the overseer must be above
reproach, the husband of but one wife, temperate, self-controlled,
respectable, hospitable, able to teach, 3 not given to drunkenness, not
violent but gentle, not quarrelsome, not a lover of money. 4 He must
manage his own family well and see that his children obey him with
proper respect.

1 Timothy 3:12

12 A deacon must be the husband of but one wife and must manage
his children and his household well.

1 Timothy 5:3-5

3 Give proper recognition to those widows who are really in need. 4
But if a widow has children or grandchildren, these should learn first of
all to put their religion into practice by caring for their own family and
so repaying their parents and grandparents, for this is pleasing to God.
5 The widow who is really in need and left all alone puts her hope in
God and continues night and day to pray and to ask God for help.

Hebrews 12: 1-11

1 Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of
witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so
easily entangles, and let us run with perseverance the race marked out
for us. 2 Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our
faith, who for the joy set before him endured the cross, scorning its
shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. 3
Consider him who endured such opposition from sinful men, so that
you will not grow weary and lose heart.

4 In your struggle against sin, you have not yet resisted to the point
of shedding your blood. 5 And you have forgotten that word of
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encouragement that addresses you as sons:
"My son, do not make light of the Lord's discipline,
and do not lose heart when he rebukes you,
6 because the Lord disciplines those he loves,
and he punishes everyone he accepts as a son."

7 Endure hardship as discipline; God is treating you as sons. For what
son is not disciplined by his father? 8 If you are not disciplined (and
everyone undergoes discipline), then you are illegitimate children and
not true sons. 9 Moreover, we have all had human fathers who
disciplined us and we respected them for it. How much more should
we submit to the Father of our spirits and live! 10 Our fathers
disciplined us for a little while as they thought best; but God
disciplines us for our good, that we may share in his holiness. 11 No
discipline seems pleasant at the time, but painful. Later on, however,
it produces a harvest of righteousness and peace for those who have
been trained by it.
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